
Gallery of Steel Figures is the first place in the world, where you can see and experience statues 
made of recycled metal parts.
The idea for this project came first into being in 2011 at the “Scrap yard near the tank” (Skup Zlomu przy 
Czolgu) in Pruszków, near Warsaw. From this moment on, the founder “José” Mariusz Olejnik, tries to 
spread this unique idea into the whole world.

In that time (2011) the scrap market had a crisis, and it was necessary to think of a new way, how to reuse 
metal waste and make it attractive again. As José had unlimited access to the scrap yard, he had a wide 
sortiment to choose and gain inspiration from. Based on this, he could fully release his creativity and 
finally the first statue was created. It was a coffee table made from a V8 engine.

The foundation of all figurines are parts from metal scraps, for example: cogwheels, transmission parts, 
brake pads, chains, screws and nuts. Everything has to be cleaned from oil and impurities, cut and 
formed and filed down all sharp edges. Every model is made based on a detailed plan. First a prototype of 
the figure is made in the scale 1:18 along with technical documentation as well as a grit, which serves as 
the guideline for assembling the model.
All is made with the welding technique, where high temperatures are used. There are no moulds or 
casts used and everything is made without the help of heavy machinery.
The risks during processing aren’t only the enormous heat, but also the bright ultraviolet light and very 
loud noise. That is why every craftsman has not only tools like a welding machine or a hammer, but also 
protecting equipment like a welding helmet and heat-resistant gauntlets. And because this technology has 
almost unlimited powers, with its help, we can create almost everything. Cars, furniture, everyday objects 
and of course statues of humans, animals as well as characters from sci-fi, fantasy, comics and the real 
world.

Now there are over 120 talented craftsmen working on our new projects. It is an international team, that 
consists of nationalities from over the whole world. 
In the making of a figurine, they sacrifice several thousand hours, usually 1-8 months. 
Cars, which resemble about 90% of the original model, are the most difficult to 
make. It takes 4 craftsmen up to 7 000 hours of work.
Smaller statues (up to 140cm) weight about 50-100 kg, middle sized (up to 
230cm) weight 300-500 kg and the largest ones (up to 350cm) can weight 
even up to 1200 kg! 
The statues are very deliberate and detailed. They can stand on their own 
without any support, have the correct centre of gravity,  movable 
handlebars or closing doors. 
Every final product is coated with a layer of 
clear resin, which protects the statue against 
corrosion, scratches and covers the last sharp 
edges.

Our Gallery opened the Prague branch in June 
2018 in the premises of the historical building 
called City Palais in the centre of Prague. Since 
then, we have welcomed over 1 million visitors. 

Thank you for being a part of our story.

GALLERY OF STEEL FIGURES


